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Introduction

Rationale 
Why are the skills, content, and concepts presented in this unit important for students to learn?

In middle school, students are ready to deepen their understanding of how power dictates justice. Through
the evolution of superhero characters students will study how history,  politics, culture, and economic
systems impact the level of power for social change. The recommended context for this unit is language arts
in sixth grade or seventh grade. Students begin their examination by defining characteristics of superheroes
and by exploring powers and missions of popular heroes. This exploration is then followed by looking at
the history of superheroes as protagonist from its beginnings with Superman. Students are given an
opportunity to study a few superheroes and supervillains deeply.This will allow students develop higher
levels of critical thinking by considering why society developed heroes, where and when they did and why
they are made. Students will analyze the interactions among superheroes through our culture, emphasizing
their enduring contributions and the link between power and social justice.

Rational

This lesson will allow students the opportunity to examine the complex concept of power and understand
how levels of power dictate types of justice. Students will learn trends and identify patterns of the creations
of superheroes around the world. Students will explore the different perspectives of how heros impact our
culture and identify problems in society. Students will learn how the organization of power (politically,
economically, and socially) impacts the level of justice. Students will understand their social level
influences their level power and shapes their identity. Students will examine their own cultures superheroes
and their types of power, as well as develop their own definition of power and design a superhero.  



Differentiation

What  elements  of  this  unit  make it  particularly  beneficial  or  appropriate  for  gifted  learners?  (Be  sure  to

discuss the dimensions of differentiation: Content, Process, Product, and Learning Environment AND the

features of differentiation: Complexity, Challenge, Depth, Creativity, and Acceleration)

Differentiation for Gifted Learners

Content

Students will begin unit with a pre-assessments

Students will present facts and knowledge about topics from variety of resources

Students will read passages that have advanced vocabulary

Process

High level-question that requires unexplored

Students will have exploration activities to build student interest

Students will collaborate and have the opportunity to research based on their learning preference

Product

Students will present their understanding on tangible objects

Students will have the opportunity to express their understanding creatively and innovatively by
developing a superhero

Learning Environment

Student-centered learning environments

Provide students with routines that allow them to move freely throughout the classroom



Goals and Outcomes

Content Goal 

Content Goal

Goal 1: To develop an understanding of the power superheroes in American and the social, economic, and 

political impact they have on justice.

Outcomes

Students will be able to…..

1. Analyze the levels of power and discover how it influences the economic, social, and political
structure in the United States.

2. Examine the roles of power and how it dictates justice.

3. Compare and contrast how power dicates justice in our culture from 1938 to present.

4. Describe recurring elements of power that influence justice

5. Explain the effects of social justice historical events using tools from comic books



Process Goal

Goal 2: To develop research skills to learn about superheroes relationships within our culture.

Students will be able to…..

Process Outcomes

1. Identify and discuss the characteristics or qualities of power and justice.

2. Explain factors that increase levels of powers and give examples how this change lead to change in
the justice system.

3. Evaluate and use research to support their understanding.

4. Summarize main points of power and state assumptions to support their thesis.

Concept Goal

Goal 3: To understand the relationship between power and justice and how the creation of superheroes 
describe and identifies problems in our culture.



Concept Outcomes

Students will be able to…..

1. Predict the impact the level of power have on the justice system for the future.

2. Transfer their knowledge about power and justice to influence their own identity.

3. Develop a system to identify important elements within power and justice to shape our culture.

4. Analyze the interaction of power and justice and determine the output it would have on real world.



Assessment Plan

Assessment Plan

What  evidence  will  show  that  students  understand?  Describe  formative  assessments  and  summative

assessment (performance task) that will be used to monitor student progress in meeting established goals

throughout unit. Include student work samples (copies and/or photos) that demonstrate student content

knowledge, skill development, and understanding of the unit’s concept.

Assessment Plan

This unit includes formative assessments that draw on the students knowledges about power and justice.
These formative assessments allow you to tailor the instruction to meet the needs of the students. The
ongoing assessments will evaluate the students on four levels: attitudes towards the concept, perception,
skill level, and effectiveness. Throughout the unit these assessments give you feedback of the student’s
progress to identify their learning needs and shape their learning for the independent performance task at
the end of the unit.

Pre-Post Assessments

Superhero Assessment

Determine meaning of unknown words

Event Sequencing (comic books)

Ongoing/ Formative

Concept Map

Gallery Walks

Exit Slips

Summative

Performance Task: After reading a teacher selected Batman the Killing Joke students will research and
create a map of a country that their superhero can recede, identifying the country’s demographics, social,
economic, political status and compare it to North Carolina. Students will outline how their superhero can
build their strength and the country’s level of power through justice.   ​​​​​​​

http://hero-me.com/about.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Cmu4zPm9r5_Xqqhe9vVULLI2n9RQnPL3htFcRdWUfHQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10wmA5MfBapb5rqMh6GE2ZabpO8WjxX6EaZpWUOez5Uo/edit
https://readcomiconline.to/Comic/Batman-The-Killing-Joke/Issue-1?id=19941


TEACHER NAMETEACHER NAME

Danielle

GRADE LEVELGRADE LEVEL

6th grade

NC CURRICULUM STANDARDSNC CURRICULUM STANDARDS

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.1

Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn
from the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.5

Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.9

Compare and contrast one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by
and a biography on the same person).



CONCEPTCONCEPT

Power

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDING

Power dictates justice ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONESSENTIAL QUESTION

How does power dictate justice?



CRITICAL CONTENT - Students will know that...CRITICAL CONTENT - Students will know that...

Students will know what empowers the word power  

Students will know the restrictions within the levels of power: external (me), exploitive
(limitations), reciprocal (what’s in it for me), cooperative (“us”), synergistic (new world), and
creative (inventor) power

Students will know the meaning of the word power, change, and justice

             power-act in a particular way

             change-become different

             justices- a judge

             justice-treatment

Students will know the different levels of strategies of gaining power (locally, nationally, and
globally)

Students will know that superheroes powers dictate justice based on one’s identify.

Students will know the theory of change

             Hearts and minds

             Government

             The playing field

           Help the individual

PROCESS SKILLS - Students will be able to...PROCESS SKILLS - Students will be able to...

Students will be able to analyze human actions

Students will be able to analyze how social, economic and political status influences the justice
system

Students will be able to give reasons why power dictates justice

Students will be able to discuss how the a person’s status determines their level of power

Students will be able to explain what power would create change (socially, economically, or
politically) ​​​​​​​



MATERIALSMATERIALS

Superhero Assessment, Onion Graphic organizer, The Concept of Power, Movie: Truth, Justice and the
American Way, Additional Text: Three-Theory of Power and Myer Briggs

GUIDING QUESTIONS

Pre-Lesson QuestionsPre-Lesson Questions During Lesson QuestionsDuring Lesson Questions Post Lesson QuestionPost Lesson Question

What does the word power
mean?
What does the word justice
mean?
How does power shape the
world?
What aspects of power
influence a person’s
identify?
How does power affect the
justice system?
How does justice influence
power?
What does the table
represent?
What happened to the
group’s power when
multiple people stepped
away?
How did the power of one
create productivity?
Why was the structure of
power important for your
group’s success? ​​​​​​​

What words come to mind when
you think about power?
What symbolizes power?
What about the power symbols
commands justice?
How do you know something is
fair or has power?
How did you group these items?
Can we put these same items in
different groups?
Why would you group them that
way?
What are some characteristics of
power, based on the ideas you
wrote?

What concept about power is
always true?
What statements generalize your
understand of the word power?
How does diversity dictate
justice for superheroes?
What are the relationships
between justice and power?
How does power dictate justice?

https://d3jc3ahdjad7x7.cloudfront.net/spokaLTFBEADL9JnMd7njgJd96nyp7YNgICG2tlJWifcI7GP.pdf
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/174936766745174866/
https://welcometorel.files.wordpress.com/2008/08/conceptpower_r-dahl.pdf
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3081562/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3081562/


PLANNED LEARNING EXPERIENCESPLANNED LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Explore

Students will be introduced to the word power

Have students generate ideas about power in their notebooks.

What words come to mind when you think about power?

What kinds of things symbolize power?

What about the power symbols commands justice?

How do you know something is fair or has power?

Use the following article to guide a discussion about the first amendment.

Listing

Students will read one article related to the early history of superheroes The Concept of Power by
Robert Dahl. Students will have access to a dictionary if they need help with understanding
vocabulary. Students will read the article. While students are reading the article, they will
underline any words or phrases related to the word power and social justice. Students will discuss
shared ideas with the class. The teacher will record these ideas on the board.

Explain

Grouping

Students will categorize the idea that were written down and put them into groups. Allow students
time to give each group a title. After students have grouped and made titles, have them explain
their reasoning.

How would you describe your categorizes about power?

Which words belong in more than one group?

How else might you group your ideas?

What are some characteristics of power, based on the ideas you wrote? 

Elaborate

Subsuming, regroup, and renaming

After the teacher has meet with each group, have students regroup the items. Tell the students the new
groups must be in new categories. Each group must have at least four items in a category. Each new
category must be based on the word power. The teacher will move through the room and ask all groups
to share their categories.

How did you group these items?   

Can we put these same items in different groups?

Why did you group them that way?

https://welcometorel.files.wordpress.com/2008/08/conceptpower_r-dahl.pdf


What concept about power is always true?

What statements generalize your understand of the word power?

Students will research and share their generalizations about power. When student’s ideas have
been shared and recorded explain that the list with be used as the core set of generalizations that
will allow them to explore how power dictate justice.  

Discuss with the students how things that have diversity are different from the groups of things
that are not diverse. From the discussion, students should generalize the word diversity.

ASSESSMENTSASSESSMENTS

Evaluate

Allow students time to research two different superheroes from Marvel or DC comics. Students will
investigate the superheroes level of power, identify the level of change, and analysis how the characters
power dictated justice for their community.  Allow students time to share their findings. After students
have presented ask the class the following question:

How does power dictate justice?

When students finish post a reflection question on the board.

Students will explain their new thinking and summarize the new information.

Example: At first, I thought that power was __________________, but now I think that power
_________________. At first, I thought that justice was __________________, but now I think that
justice _________________. Together power and justice ___________________.



DIFFERENTIATION

CONTENTCONTENT

Students will read passages that have advanced vocabulary that is specific to being a superhero.

PROCESSPROCESS

Students will manipulate information to gain a clear understanding. 

PRODUCTPRODUCT

Students will have the opportunity to use the Internet or books to develop their own understanding of
justice.

LEARNING ENVIRONMENTLEARNING ENVIRONMENT



TEACHER NAMETEACHER NAME

Danielle

GRADE LEVELGRADE LEVEL

6th Grade

NC CURRICULUM STANDARDSNC CURRICULUM STANDARDS

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.1

Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn
from the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.5

Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.9

Compare and contrast one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by
and a biography on the same person).



CONCEPTCONCEPT

Power

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDING

Power dictates justice ​​​​​​​

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONESSENTIAL QUESTION

How does power dictate justice?



CRITICAL CONTENT - Students will know that...CRITICAL CONTENT - Students will know that...

Students will know heroic acts that develop power

Students will know what factors employ power in our society: society, economics and the political
structure  

Students will know types of justice superhero

Students will know the meaning of social responsibilities

Students will know how to evaluate levels of power

Students will know the different levels of superpowers and the reasons for why it is used authorize
justice

Students will know that superheroes powers dictate justice based on identify.

PROCESS SKILLS - Students will be able to...PROCESS SKILLS - Students will be able to...

Students will be able to analyze power

Students will be able to discuss types of justice

Students will be able classify comics  

Students will be able research

Students will be able to explain the development of heroes ​​​​​​​

MATERIALSMATERIALS

Google Maps, Article: Culture and the Problem, Pop Rocks, and superhero flash cards



GUIDING QUESTIONS

Pre-Lesson QuestionsPre-Lesson Questions During Lesson QuestionsDuring Lesson Questions Post Lesson QuestionPost Lesson Question

What are the origins of
power?
What weaknesses are in
power?
How does power influence
justice?
What characteristics of
power shaped our culture
and views on justice?
How did the superhero’s
power dictate justice in
their region?

What is the reason behind
the power?
Why is power needed to
influence justice?
How power dictate justice
on Earth?
Why did your group decide
on these powers to dictate
justice?
What are other factors did
you have to consider when
choosing this power?
What power do you intend
to gain by using the
materials selected?

What challenges did your
power encounter?
How would you improve
your power?
If you could change one
thing about your power,
what would it be?
How did you use your
power to dictate justice? ​​​​​​​



PLANNED LEARNING EXPERIENCESPLANNED LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Engagement

Students enter the room to find a picture of the world map divided into four regions.  On the map are
superheroes with a description of their superpowers. The teacher stands in front of the room in front of
the class dressed as a superhero. The teacher will walk the classroom and prompt students with the
following questions:

What was the origin of this hero’s superpower?

What are the weaknesses of this power?

Next, give students a large sheet of chart paper and allow them to document their ideas to answer the
following questions:

What are the traits or characteristics of these heroes?

What characteristics about these heroes have shaped our culture?

What do you notice about the development of each power in the superhero?

Allow students time to discuss the development of superheroes, how they have shaped the environment,
and how their power dictates justice in their community. Explain to students that they will create and
explore the science story of superpowers.

 

Explore

Explain to students that superpowers have an origin that explains how and why the hero came to be. The
origin story tells the heroes superpowers and explains how their experiences influence their worldview
on justice in society.  

Mess Finding

What makes your character, who they are? Is it genetic?

The teacher will provide students with the challenge of creating a backstory and superpower for a
character. Students will design a superpower using information about the Avengers, Fantastic Four,
Shazam, X-Men, and Justice League.

Student will have a bag that includes various items (fruits, string, flower, ink pen, stickers, and rubber
bands) that students can use to create a superpower.

Data Finding

Allow students time to draft up possible ideas from the information and facts that are available. Students
will have a list of guideline to follow in order to complete the task. The teacher will go over the rules
and procedures with the students for creating a superpower. Students will examine the following
questions while developing a superpower:



What is the reason behind the power?

Why is this power needed to influence justice?

How does this power dictate justice on Earth? ​​​​​​​
Explain

Problem Finding

Students will begin to determine different ways for creating a superpower from the items in the
brown paper bag. Students will work together in teams, they will determine:

Rationale for the power

The origin of power

Contributions the power will make to society (long-term)

How will this power dictates justice

Students will decide on a common objective and determine different ways their superpower would
be distinguished for advocating for justice in society.  

Idea Finding

Teams will be given 30 minutes to outline or sketch their design based on their creativity,
innovation and materials provided. Students must meet with the teacher and present their idea
from the checklist about their superpower.  The checklist will include that elements of
superpowers:

type, source, strengths and weaknesses. The teacher will walk the classroom and act as a
facilitator. ​​​​​​​



ASSESSMENTSASSESSMENTS

Evaluate

Each team will develop a work plan for developing an origin story and a need for their superpower.
Students will be given 30 minutes to build a superpower (symbol). One student will be the materials
manager and go to the table to get additional supplies. The teacher will circulate the room and monitor
group participation.

Why did your group decide on these power to dictate justice?

What are other factors your concerned when choosing this power?

What power do you intend to gain by using the materials selected?

At the end of 30 minutes the teacher will unveil the team’s superpowers and describe the innovation
they had for creating their power. Students will be asked to reflect on their experience and explain the
materials chosen for their power. Students will then be asked to go through a mini obstacle course and
see if their superpower dictates justice.  Students will be provided with a rubric to reflect on their
experience.

What challenges did your power encounter?​​​​​​​

How would you improve your power?

If you could change one thing about your power, what would it be?

How did you use your power to dictate justice?



DIFFERENTIATION

CONTENTCONTENT

Students will read passages that have advanced vocabulary and use the information as a tool for creating
a superpower.

PROCESSPROCESS

Students will use the creative problem- solving model. ​​​​​​​

PRODUCTPRODUCT

Students will have the opportunity to express their understanding creatively and innovatively by
developing a superhero with power. ​​​​​​​

LEARNING ENVIRONMENTLEARNING ENVIRONMENT



TEACHER NAMETEACHER NAME

Danielle

GRADE LEVELGRADE LEVEL

6th Grade

NC CURRICULUM STANDARDSNC CURRICULUM STANDARDS

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.1

Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn
from the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.5

Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.9

Compare and contrast one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by
and a biography on the same person).



CONCEPTCONCEPT

Power

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDING

Power dictates justice ​​​​​​​

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONESSENTIAL QUESTION

How does power dictate justice?



CRITICAL CONTENT - Students will know that...CRITICAL CONTENT - Students will know that...

Students will know the types of justices:

commutative, distributive, legal and social

Students will know the forms of power: legitimate, reward, expert, referent, and coercive

Students will know society responses to power

Student will know how power and justice developed superheroes

Student will know how power influences the superheroes responsibility for justice

Student will know the influences of ethnicity and gender on the role of power and justice ​​​​​​​

PROCESS SKILLS - Students will be able to...PROCESS SKILLS - Students will be able to...

Students will be able to analyze media text in context o

Students will be able to communicate an understanding of historical development of superheroes

Students will be able to debate the relationships between power and culture

Students will be able to research

Students will be able to evaluate research

MATERIALSMATERIALS

Luke Cage video, Fantastic Four video, Article: Comic Books and Ideology

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9rFMIF6EQ0&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=39qNCFS3w9g
http://thebenayounlab.com/pdf-download-comics-ideology-power-and.pdf


GUIDING QUESTIONS

Pre-Lesson QuestionsPre-Lesson Questions During Lesson QuestionsDuring Lesson Questions Post Lesson QuestionPost Lesson Question

What are different ways to
communicate power?
How does power
synthesize new forms of
justice?
How does gender influence
a superheroes role of
power?
What are examples of
superheroes in the real
world demonstrating the
need for justice?
How does a power dictate
justice?

Were there any difficult
vocabulary or interesting
words that related to
POWER or Justice?
What does the text say
about power? What are
new concepts you learned
about power?
How would you describe
power?
What causes the gain
power?
How does power build the
need for justice?
What factors does a
superhero consider before
advocating for justice?
What connections were
developed for the text?
How does the combination
of power and justice create
societies? ​​​​​​​
What are ways the arise of
power creates “justice
problems”?
How does your experience
affect the function of
power and justice?

What challenges did you
experience in the seminar?
How did your role in the
seminar impact your
feelings?
What is a big idea you can
use from the seminar?
What concepts did you
explore in the seminar?
What changes can be made
about their perspective on
power and justice?
How does gender
influence a superheroes
role of power?
How does power dictates
justices?



PLANNED LEARNING EXPERIENCESPLANNED LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Show students a video clip from Luke Cage and the Fantastic Four, ask students to discuss the types of
power observed in the movie segments. Once students provide examples, hand out a concept map with
the word POWER. Next, ask students to reflect on the word power and identify at least four objectives
for power. Ask students to make additional branches from the objectives of power and identify details
for how power influences the type of justice people seek.  

Explore

Ask students the following questions:

What are different ways to communicate power?

How does power synthesize new forms of justice?

How does gender influence a superheroes role of power?

What are examples of superheroes in the real world demonstrating the need for justice?

How does a power dictate justice?

Explain to students that they will be exploring the types of power in superheroes. Show students the
guidelines for a Socratic seminar.   Go over each guideline one with the students. Explain to students
that the job of the teacher to facilitate.

Students will be provided with a copy of the Power of Comics Chapter 11 (Superheroes and Ideologies).
Each student will be asked to read the chapter silently.  When all students have read the chapter, the
teacher will facilitate a “close reading” of the text.

Students will paraphrase the text and make notes on what they read.

Ask students: Were there any difficult vocabulary or interesting words that related to POWER or
Justice?

Ask students: What does the text say about power? What are new concepts you learned about
power?

When students have finish discussing the questions divide them into four groups. Each group will be
assigned to read a set of comic books. Students will be instructed to read the comic books silently and
independently. Each student will employ the “close strategy” when reading the text. When all group
members have read the comics, the group will discuss notes and questions they have written during their
close reading. Each groups will craft five high level thinking questions as a result of their reading.

Explain

When students have completed their task, the teacher asks the following questions:

How would you describe power?

What causes the gain power?

How does power build the need for justice?

What factors does a superhero consider before advocating for justice?



What connections were developed for the text?

Students will respond to the questions orally. Allow for multiple responses to represent different
perspectives.

Elaborate

Divide students into two groups. One group will compose the inner circle of the Socratic Seminar and
the other group will form the outer circle of the Socratic Seminar. The inner circle members begin the
dialogue while the outer circle members take notes about the dialogue. The teacher will post the
questions:

How does the combination of power and justice create societies?

What are ways the arise of power creates “justice problems”?

How does your experience affects the function of power and justice?

And the students will have a dialogue and observe one participant of the inner circle. The leader, one
student assigned by the teacher will begin the seminar with insight to the questions. Inner circle students
will respond in a dialogue fashion throughout the seminar. Students will follow the expectations for
participation and guidelines which was discussed prior to the seminar.

Students will have a dialogue for 10 minutes and then inner and outer circles will change places. The
new outer circle will now be taking notes, crafting questions, and observing their partner in the inner
circle.

When students have completed the seminar, the teacher will pose the following questions:

What challenges did you experience in the seminar?

How did your role in the seminar impact your feelings?

What is a big idea you can use from the seminar?

What concepts did you explore in the seminar?

After students have responded orally, students will return to their small groups.



ASSESSMENTSASSESSMENTS

Evaluate

Have students think about the comic books and the article read. Ask students:

What changes can be made about their perspective on power and justice?

How does gender influence a superheroes role of power?

How does power dictates justices?

Have students reflect on what they learn. Student’s reflection for be a list, paragraph or a graphic
organizer.

DIFFERENTIATION

CONTENTCONTENT

Students will present facts and knowledge about topic from a variety of resources.

PROCESSPROCESS

Students will collaborate and have the opportunity to research information based on their learning
preference. ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

PRODUCTPRODUCT

Students will present the understanding on a tangible object.

LEARNING ENVIRONMENTLEARNING ENVIRONMENT



TEACHER NAMETEACHER NAME

Danielle

GRADE LEVELGRADE LEVEL

6th Grade

NC CURRICULUM STANDARDSNC CURRICULUM STANDARDS

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.1

Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn
from the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.5

Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.9

Compare and contrast one author's presentation of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by
and a biography on the same person).



CONCEPTCONCEPT

Power

ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDING

Power dictates justice ​​​​​​​

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONESSENTIAL QUESTION

How does power dictate justice?



CRITICAL CONTENT - Students will know that...CRITICAL CONTENT - Students will know that...

Students will know the meaning of justice  

Students will know what dictates ethical decisions

Students will know society responses to power​​​​​​​

Student will know patterns of power

Student will know the meaning of ethical and unethical

Student will know the types of villains

PROCESS SKILLS - Students will be able to...PROCESS SKILLS - Students will be able to...

Students will be able to analyze patterns
Students will be able to reflect on data
Students will be able categorize information
Students will be able to research information to decide solutions
Students will be able to create outcomes using information

MATERIALSMATERIALS

Graphic novel: Batman the Killing Joke

https://readcomiconline.to/Comic/Batman-The-Killing-Joke/Issue-1?id=19941


GUIDING QUESTIONS

Pre-Lesson QuestionsPre-Lesson Questions During Lesson QuestionsDuring Lesson Questions Post Lesson QuestionPost Lesson Question

Where does justice lie?
How can justice without
power equal happiness?
How does injustice with
power equal happiness?
How does power dictate
justice?
How can justice without
power equal happiness?
How does injustice with
power equal happiness?
What are examples power
appeals​​​​​​​ to your sense of
justice?
How does power govern
justice for villains?

Why did you consider
some crimes ethical and
unethical?
What types of crimes
would you describe were
the most frequent?
What patterns of power did
you discover with the
villains?
How would you compare
the villains use of power to
superheroes?
How do villains and
superheroes both fight for
justice?

How did your role of
power dictate justice for
the villains?
How would you describe
the act of justice (evil)
compared to the crime?
How does power dictate
justice?
How did you analyze the
information to categorize
the level of justice?
What issues of justice
cause conflict in society?



PLANNED LEARNING EXPERIENCESPLANNED LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Engage

Students will enter the classroom which will look a jail cell.  On the walls of the classroom for be the
following questions:

Where does justice lie?

How can justice without power equal happiness?

How does injustice with power equal happiness?

How does power dictate justice?

Standing in the middle of the room is Batman with the book Batman: The Killing Joker. Students will be
divided into groups and read sections from the text.  As students are reading ask them to highlight
examples of where does justice lies for Joker and Batman.

When students finish reading, have students Think-Pair-Share what they have from the text. The teacher
will walk around the classroom as the students share their answers.

The teacher will instruct the students to the last section of the comic book. Have students reread the text
and explore the question:

How can justice without power equal happiness?

How does injustice with power equal happiness?

Allow students time to discuss their answers. Handout out a thinking sheet for students to write a
reflection. Ask students the question:  

What are examples power appeals to your sense of justice?

How does power govern justice for villains?

Engage

Students will enter the classroom which will look a jail cell.  On the walls of the classroom for be
the following questions:

Where does justice lie?

How can justice without power equal happiness?

How does injustice with power equal happiness?

How does power dictate justice?

Standing in the middle of the room is Batman with the book Batman: The Killing Joker. Students
will be divided into groups and read sections from the text.  As students are reading ask them to
highlight examples of where does justice lies for Joker and Batman.



When students finish reading, have students Think-Pair-Share what they have from the text. The
teacher will walk around the classroom as the students share their answers.

The teacher will instruct the students to the last section of the comic book. Have students reread
the text and explore the question:

How can justice without power equal happiness?

How does injustice with power equal happiness?

Allow students time to discuss their answers. Handout out a thinking sheet for students to write a
reflection. Ask students the question:  

What are examples power appeals to your sense of justice?

How does power govern justice for villains?

Show students a brief PowerPoint presentation on superheroes and supervillains. Have a class
discussion about how heroes and villains power change the world.

Explore

Count students off to make 4 in each group.

Problem Engagement

Pose Question #1 to class:

Batman has just summoned for all superheroes to meet at the Durham County Sheriff Department.
Last night there was a riot of supervillains. This riot resulted with a numerous about villains
eligible for prisons sentences. The Sheriff Department would like your team's help with
categorizing the crime data of the villains. Investigate how many villains rage of power justifies
their acts of evilness. Could there be blurred lines between good and evil. Can you help and
reduce the prison sentences of these villain?   

Have students review the key components of the problem. Lead students to discuss and explore
the ethics of crime-fighting and ways to organize their data in graphic display.

Inquiry and Investigation

Students will work collaboratively within groups to solve the problem. They will address the
following questions in their groups:

What do you already know to solve the problem?

Students will have to discover how many villains committed ethic and unethical acts of crime for the
justice of humanity. The process in which students will organize their information will be up to them.
Students will be provided with a list of villains and case files to all them to categorize the types of
crimes.



Problem Definition

Following inquiry and investigation of the problem. Groups will debrief and identify ethical, unethical,
and gray areas of the villain’s crime. Students will then identify solutions that will address the prison
sentence problem and prepare to present their solutions to the class.   

What do you already know in order to solve the problem?

Discuss possible resources

Assign task and responsibilities; set deadlines

Research the knowledge and data that will support your solution

Explain

Problem Resolution

After students have worked on the problem for 45 minutes, the teacher will facilitate a class discussion
about the student’s findings.

Why did you consider some crimes ethical and unethical?

What types of crimes would you describe were the most frequent?

What patterns of power did you discover with the villains?

The teacher will display student’s collection of data around the classroom for all students to gallery walk
and make post-it notes during the class discussion. Let students share their answers and strategies for
coming up with their solutions for prison sentences. The teacher will ask:

How did you analyze the information to categorize the level of justice?

How would you describe the act of justice (evil) compared to the crime?     

Allow students time to response to the discussion. Ask students:

How would you compare the villains use of power to superheroes?

How do villains and superheroes both fight for justice?

Elaborate

The teacher will go over the key elements of categorizing data. She will ask the class:

How did your role of power dictate justice for the villains? Students will reflect on their learning and
how power dictates justice. ​​​​​​​



ASSESSMENTSASSESSMENTS

Students will be assessed formatively throughout the lesson by their explanations and discussions in
their small groups.

DIFFERENTIATION

CONTENTCONTENT

Students will present facts and knowledge about topic from a variety of resources.

PROCESSPROCESS

Students will collaborate and have the opportunity to research information based on their learning
preference.  ​​​​​​​

PRODUCTPRODUCT

Students will present the understanding on a tangible object. ​​​​​​​

LEARNING ENVIRONMENTLEARNING ENVIRONMENT



Unit Resources

Provide  a  listing  of  books,  Web  sites,  videos,  and/or  other  instructional  materials  that  are  intended  to

supplement  the unit.  Include  resources  intended for  both  teacher  and student  use.  Be sure  to  use  APA

style  for  books/articles  and  provide  a  brief  (1-2  sentence)  annotation  for  Web  sites  and  instructional

materials.

Unit Resources

Dahl, R. A. (2007). The concept of power. Behavioral Science,2(3), 201-215. doi:10.1002/bs.3830020303

Behavior  professor analyze the concept of power. Drawing on ideas from the three-theory process that
states how features of power influence human’s life and social structure. The author  analyzes the levels of
power and discusses how the challenges of social relationships defines the external force of the need for
social change.

Hero-Me. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://hero-me.com/about.html

This website provides individuals with a Myer Brigg personality assessment. This personality inventory
measures one’s individual traits and assesses how they view the world. The inventory evaluates needs,
interest, values, and motivation. When the assessment is completed students will be able to identify which
“Big Five Personality Traits” align with their inner superhero.    

F. (2015, November 16). Marvel Comics: Luke Cage Explained. Retrieved from
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9rFMIF6EQ0&t=7s

This video focus on the social influence Luke Cage had on Marvel comics. It looks at the origin and the
development of the character. The video discusses how the civil rights movements created a need for an
American-African superhero and how marvel wanted to persuade people of the importances of fighting for
equality.

Moore, A., Bolland, B., & Starkings, R. (2008). The killing joke. New York: DC Comics.

The author creates a graphic novel that tells the origin story of the Joker. In the comic, the reader
understands the motives and wants of Joker and Batman.  

Truth, justice, and the American way[Video file]. (1963). University of Southern California, Division of
Cinema.

This video focus on the creation of the superhero in the United States. The documentary begins with the

http://hero-me.com/about.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9rFMIF6EQ0&t=7s


creation of Superman and why our country needed a hero. The movie discusses how heroes and villains
have been an essential part of storytelling. The movies shows how superheroes are reflections of the current
times and are the newest mythology. They provide forms of entertainment and are ways to bring awareness
to issues in world.    

What is a superhero?; ed. by Robin S. Rosenberg. (2013). NEW YORK: OXFORD University Press.

Rosenberg analyze the meaning of a superhero. Drawing on data from comics he explores the context,
culture, and the problems needs to be classified as a superhero. He discusses their mission, power and
responsibility towards society and the interdependent relationship with villains that must be maintain.

Y. (2018, May 11). Who Is Black Panther: Fantastic Four 52-53/ FIRST APPEARANCE (#1). Retrieved
from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=39qNCFS3w9g

This video focus on the social influence Black Panther and the celebration of the Black Panther Party.
Marvel comics created Black Panther as a way to inspire the black community and  protect their dignity.
The video shows how the Fantastic Four discover Black Panther and how this lead to Black Panther getting
his own series in 1973.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=39qNCFS3w9g
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